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and Kim Cusick, Wor-

ship leaders at the 

church, sang and 

played òGodõs Restless 

Seaó a song they wrote 

especially for the 

event.  

The day began with 

clear skies and calm 

weather as the Fisher-

menõs Memorial Ser-

vice at 8:00 AM when 

USCG Motor lifeboat 

Station Yaquina Bay 

signaled the Air Station 

North Bend search and 

rescue helicopter to 

hover and drop a floral 

memorial wreath in re-

membrance of New-

portõs local fishermen 

lost at sea.  USCG 

Color Guard placed the 

Colors and Pastor Dave 

Edwards of Central 

Coast Assembly of God 

Church, shared a short 

message in support of 

those in attendance.  

Several of the attend-

ing families have lost 

loved ones at sea and 

return each year to the 

annual service inside 

the Fishermenõs Me-

morial Sanctuary at 

Yaquina Bay State 

Park.  Pastor Edwards 

Wife Nancy shared a 

roll call of remem-

brance of Newport fish-

ermen who have died 

in the past year.  Bob 

Flowers adorn the Fishermenõs 

Memorial Sanctuary for the an-

nual Fishermenõs Memorial Ser-

vice.  Photo by Sabrina Messen-

ger 
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Next the competitive 

Survival Suit Races were 

held at Newport 

Tradewinds Dock and 

teams showed up with 

their game faces on. 

United States Coast 

Guard Station Yaquina 

Bay was determined to 

regain their title and 

entered 3 teams in 

hopes to win.  However, 

the crew from the F/V 

Excalibur; Chris Rether-

ford (22.55), Mike Re-

therford (22.47), and 

Luke Welch (25.68), 

were more than pre-

pared and defended 

their title for 1 st place 

team with a time of 

ςυȢφψ ÓÅÃÏÎÄÓȢ  ɉ4ÈÁÔȭÓ 

getting in their suits, 

jumping into the cold 

bay and swimming out 

to a raft and climbing in; 

all three men in the raft 

in 25.68 seconds!)  How-

ever, USCG Team Alpha 

team mate Brant Soder-

land captured the prize 

for the fastest individual 

time with a blazing 

speed of 22.08 seconds!  

-ÉËÅ 2ÅÔÈÅÒÆÏÒÄȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ 

of 22.47 also landed him 

in 2nd place individ-

ual with Chris Re-

therford right be-

hind him in 3rd with 

his time of 22.55 sec-

onds.  Luke Welch 

was honored for his 

Ȱ4ÅÁÍ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȱ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÓ 

honorable efforts 

with the Loyalty 

Days Court team as 

their 3rd team mate and 

assisting the two 

of them into their 

suits and was the 

last one in the wa-

ter. 

Second place team 

was the crew from 

the USCG Team 

Charlie; Casey 

McDougal (27.05), 

Kacy Jones 

(22.58) and John Moore 

(25.10).  The USCG 

Team Bravo; Louis Silve-

ria (27.80), Kyle 

Schneider (27.40), 

and Jeremy Seeley 

(24.27), deserve a 

round of applause 

with a respectable 

team time of 27.80 

seconds for the 3rd 

place slot! 

$ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ 

the ladies!  Team Ken-

nedy Girls; Jordan Ken-

nedy (52.55), Silken 

Kennedy (31.31) and 

Meghan Kennedy 

(53.14),  took the prize 

ÆÏÒ ÆÁÓÔÅÓÔ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 

team and Silken also 

won fastest individual 

woman with her time of 

31.31 seconds.  Hatfield 

Student Organization 

team mate Elina Fernan-

dez took 2nd place indi-

vidual woman with her 

time of 50.13 seconds 

followed by Jordan Ken-

nedy in 3rd with a time 

of 52.55 seconds.   

Survival Suit Races by Maria Rock & Connie Kennedy  

Teams-of -three: 

don survival suits 

while being 

timed, enter the 

bay and swim out 

to a raft - 

anchored about 

50 feet from the 

Newport 

Tradewinds  dock.  
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Luke Welch (team F/V 

Excalibur) subbing in 

for the Loyalty Days 

Court assisting his 

òteam mateó to insure 

sheõs properly suited 

up. Photo by Maria Rock  

Retired Coast Guard 

CO; volunteer fire-

fighter and marine 

safety instructor; Tom 

McAdams will give a 

marine safety equip-

ment demonstration 

and call the races. 
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